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13 July 2016 
 

Tall timber building research can transform the Queensland skyline 
 
The Queensland timber industry has welcomed the opening of the Centre for Future Timber 
Structures (CFTS) at the University of Queensland, and the important role it can play in 
facilitating the greater use of timber in high rise housing and commercial buildings. 
 
Timber Queensland Chief Executive Officer, Mr Mick Stephens said, ”We are already seeing a 
strong trend of mid to high rise residential construction in Queensland and across Australia, 
and this new research Centre will look at ways to accelerate the use of new timber products in 
these buildings.” 
 
“This is particularly exciting given recent changes to the National Construction Code, which 
allows builders to use timber construction solutions in buildings up to 25 metres in height – or 
around 8 storeys.” 
 
“The opening of the Centre, jointly funded by The University of Queensland, the Queensland 
Government, the Australian Research Council, Hyne Timber, Lendlease, and engineering firm 
Arup, demonstrates the commitment by industry and the research community to this new 
innovative era of tall timber buildings”. 
 
Researchers at the new Centre will work to ensure that Queensland and Australia lead the 
world in the increasingly competitive tall timber engineering market. 
 
“Queensland has a strong capacity in forestry and wood products R&D, and this new Centre 
will complement work being undertaken by the Queensland Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries at its Salisbury wood research facility and other forestry related research such as at 
the University of the Sunshine Coast.” 
 
“Timber Queensland has noted the announcement in May by the Turnbull Coalition of $4 
million in new funding toward the establishment of a National Institute for Forest Products 
Innovation, with two key nodes to be located in Tasmania and South Australia.” 

“It would make sense to build on the existing research capacity in Queensland and establish a 
third node in tropical forestry and wood products science and its potential in northern 
Australia”, said Mr Stephens. 
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